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1. ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY TIMES OF MALTA REPORTS THAT IN A 
LETTER TO ESSO GAS STATION OWNERS LOCAL MANAGER HUGH NAUDI 
SAID: "WE REGRET VERY MUCH TO INFORM YOU THAT, IN VIEW OF THE 
COMPANY'S PRESENT, AS WELL AS FUTURE, SERIOUS SUPPLY AND 
FINANCIAL SITUATION, DUE TO CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND OUR CONTROL, 
WE SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO SUPPLY YOU WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
AFTER DECEMBER 3*, 1973." NAUDTS LETTER ADDED THAT "ESSO 
STANDARD MALTA LTD.’S CONCERTED EFFORT WITH THE GOV RNMENT 
TO REACH A SATISFACTORY SOLUTION IN ORDER TO AVOID INCURRING 
FURTHER SUBSTANTIAL LOSSES HAVE UNFORTUNATELY PROVED UN- 
SUCCESSFUL. CONSEQUENTLY,*DUE TO THE PR* AILING AND ANTICIPATED 
SUPPLY AND PRICE ENVIRONMENT IN THE INTERNATIONAL PETROLEUMN 
MARKET, THE COMPANY IS UNABLE TO CONTINUE SUPPLYING AT THE 
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2. FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF THIS LTTER, ESSO GAS STATION OWNERS 
ASKED THEIR GENERAL RETAILES AND TRADERS UNION (GRTU) RE- 
PRESENTATIVES TO MEET WITH MINISTER OF TRADE, INDUSTRY, 
AGRICULTURE AND TOURISM XUEREB TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF THEIR 
OPERATIONS. IN A STATEMENT ISSUED DEC. 26 THE GRTU SAID 
XUEREB EXPRESSED GOM'S INTENTION THAT THE SALE OF GASOLINE 
FROM ESSO STATIONS WILL GO ON AS USUAL AFTER THE END OF 
DECEMBER. THERE ARE BETWEEN 30 AND 35 ESSO GAS STATIONS IN 
MALTA. 

3. THE LATEST DEVELOPMENT IN THE ESSO SCENARIO IS A REPORT 
IN THE DEC. 28 TIMES OF MALTA WHICH STATES ESSO GAS STATION 
OWNERS HAVE BEEN TOLD BY THE POLICE NOT TO LET ANYONE REMOVE 
COMPANY EQUIPMENT FROM THEIR STATIONS. 

4. NAUDI HAS CONFIRMED THE ACCURACY OF THE TIMES OF MALTA 
*EPORT CONCERNING HIS LETTER TO ESSO GAS STATION OWNERS. HE 
IS PROCEEDING WITH NOTIFICATION OF TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT 
FOR ESSO STANDARD MALTA LTD. EMPLOYEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
LOCAL LABOR REGULATION S .TU CKER 
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